ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We wish to thank the personnel of the N.C. Division of
Marine Fisheries for greatly assisting us in obtaining samples
from various areas in the Albemarle-Pamlico Estuary. Without
their generous help, this work could not have been completed. We
would especially like to thank Mr. Shawn McKenna, Ms. Katy West
and Mr. Jess Hawkins for their support and useful discussions.
We also thank Mr. Steven Johnson for assistance with the tank
studies with blue crabs, Mr. Bill Bowen for processing the blue
crab samples and assistance with tank studies. We alsoc thank Dr.
Maurius Brouer for performing the hemocyanin determinations. We
would also like to thank Dr. Marie Davidian for the excellent
assistance with statistical analysis. Finally, we would like to
thank Mr. Ettles Henry and the other members of the crab fishery
community for their assistance with this work.



